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VI. Ait Account of a BOO f\. Guilhelmi Muf* 
grave *3^ Societ. utriufcjue Socit, GET A 
<B<1{1T A NN l CHS. Accedit Dorms Severi- 
anae Synopjis Chronologica : O' de Icuncula quondam 
M^gts /Elfredi Diflertatio. 8vo. Ifcae Dumno* 
niorum. MDCCXV. 

T H E Author, having feme 1 Years fince publilh’d 
a Comment on Julius Fit alts his Epitaph, which* 
(together with his Monument,) is to be feen. at Bath ; 
does now prefent the publick with another Volume of 
Belgic Antiquities; intending hereby, to illuftrate part 
of a Statue, which was found likewife near that City, 
and is at this time immured near the Monument afore- 
laid, at the eaftern End of the Abby-Church, looking 
toward the Grove. 

This Fragment of an Equeftrian Statue, is in Baffe Re- 
lelfe : The Rider has in his right Band a Hajla pur a, and 
a Parma in his left; as in Fig. i.of the Book. It appears from 
z Dio that Caius and Lucius, Cadars, (the Nephews, and 
adopted Sons of Augufins) had each of them a t'arnta and 
an Hajla given him • and there being no Inftance of 
this Honour paid to any of an inferiour Rank among 
the Romans, but only to liich as were of very great Qua¬ 
lity; if not to Cafars only; we are from hence be allowed 
to think. That this Statue reprefented fome Perfon of that 
Quality. 

But todifcover the particular Perfon, ('if it might be 
done) the Author compared a very good Draught he 
had procured of thisHorfeman, with fuch Roman Coyns, 
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as He could meet with. This Companion Ihewed a 
great Refemblance between the Face in the Statue, and 
that in two of Get as Coyns- 

This Argument, drawn from the Similitude of Faces 
(of great force to determine the Reader’s Judgment in 
favour of Get a) is farther confirmed by the Horle; a Crea¬ 
ture of which Gita was very fond; infomuch, as that He 
affe&ed to be reprelented under the Figure of Gaft or, (as 
the Roman Emperors often were under the Figures of their 
Gods) of whom it is faid, Caftor^gandet Equis j ■— Of 
this Figure there is in 3 Oifelius, a Coyn of Gita’s, very 
much to this purpofe ; reprefented Tab. iv. fig. 5. of this 
Book. 

Thefe things bring to mind, the Authority which 
Get a had in South-Britain : where (as 4 Herodian affirms) 
all matters were under his Adminiftration, during the 
Stay which 6'events and Caracalla made in the North; 
which was a Year, or more. In this time, Gita bad it in 
his Power, to do many things, in favour of Cities and 
Countreys, here in the South. The great Generoiity of 
his Mind prompted Him to publick Works; fuch as are, 
to this day, artefted by 5 Infcriptions, with his Name in 
them .* and it is highly probable, £That this Statue was 
created to Gita on lame fuch account ] 

If this be granted, fas from the concurrence of lo much, 
and fo good Teftimony, it feems highly probable) here 
is a large and pleafant View opened into Antiquity; 
not of late taken notice of by any Writer .* Itlhews, that 
Get a was a great Benefadtor to old Bath ; either by laying, 
in a perfedi Morafs, the Foundation of that Town ; or 
by preferving the Hot-Springs entire, from the influx of 
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other Waters; or both.* Works of great Munificence, 
and becoming Geta' s Spirit. By thefe, or fome fuch 
Ways, it is probable, this People was obliged to Geta ; 
but no one is more probable, than that of preferving the 
Aqua Calid<e ; which were in thole days lo famous, as to 
give a Denomination to the place, ft is well known. 
That Rome had her Therm# Severiann and Antoninian#, 
fo called from their refpe&ive Founders ; the former be¬ 
ing built by Severus, the Father; the latter by Antoninus, 
the Brother, of Geta .* fo that to take care of Baths, was 
a fore of Greatnefs, that Family feemed to delight in; 
and Geta may reasonably be fuppofed, to have his lhare 
of this Delight. 

From the great probability of this Opinion, the Au¬ 
thor has, out of Love to his native Country, and the 
Honour due to Geta, collected and put together, what He 
can meet with relating to that Emperor. He has made 
a new Edition of Geta’ s Life, from the Hi florin Augufln 
Script ores ; reflating it to its true Author, Julius Capitolinas ; 
and explaining it, with the Notes of Gafaubon, Gruter, 
and Saintafius ; to which he has added fome of his own. 
He has reprinted all the Infcriptions he can meet with, 
of Geta's, and many of his Coyns; with fhort Notes on 
both. 

After all this,. He is not fb far engaged in this Opini¬ 
on, but that if, (by any Inscription on the Bafis of this 
Statue, or any other teftimony) it {hall hereafter appear, 
that this Fragment deferves another Explication, helhall 
readily comply with any fuch clearer Teftimony : being 
no way difpofed, to give farther credit to this broken 
Monument, than fhall anfwer the imperfect Condition it 
is now in. 

To this Diflertation, de Geta Britannico, He has added 
the Chronology of his illuftrious Houfe; {hewing, how 
his Facher, Severn, from a private Gentleman in Africa, 
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came by degrees to be Emperor of Rome $ and indeed 
one of the Greateft, that ever Rome had : How He, with 
his two Sons, Bajfiams and Get a, (three Roman Emperors^ 
refided, at one and the fame time, here in Britain) and 
from hence fent their Imperial Edi&s, Orders, and Dis¬ 
patches, into all parts of the Empire: and after an ama¬ 
zing Greatnefs of about twenty four Years, and a Courfe 
of almoft all Virtues and Vices, at length tumbled down; 
fubmitting to the Accidents and Fate of other Men; and 
were all buried at Rome, in the Seftizodium built by 
Severus. 

To thefe Memoirs of Seta, the Author has fubjoyned 
a Difcourfe, concerning that curious Cimelium, which 
was, fome. Years fince, found at Athelney in Somerfet. It 
did belong to K. JEIfred, and is now in the Paflelfion of 
Col ?aimer of Fairfield, in that County. Befide the cri¬ 
tical ufe made of it, by the learned 1 Dr. Hickes, our Au¬ 
thor writes of it, as an undeniable Infiance of the ufe of Ima¬ 
ges, coming from , the Heathens into the Chrifiian Church. 

The Book is adorned with feveral Cuts, of the Broken 
Statue ax Bath, of two of Geta’x Silver-Coyns , of the Sep- 
tizodium Severi, (out of ferae) and three Tides of the 
HCtfMiAiov ALlfredi 


* XnThcfauro Ling* Septentrionalinm nan ita pridem edits. 
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